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Comm. Snyder called the August 1, 2025 Education Meeting of the
Board of Commissioners of King County Public Hospital District
No. 2 to order at 7:00 a.m. and welcomed those present.

PRESENTATIONS and DISCUSSION

Plymouth
Housing

Mary Lagomarsino and Kristina Giscombe, both of Plymouth
Housing, noted that the organizations mission is to eliminate
homelessness and address its causes by preserving, developing,
and operating safe, quality, supportive housing and by providing
adults experiencing homelessness with opportunities to stabilize
and improve their lives. They noted that as of the 2024 Point-in-
Time Count there were 16,868 individuals who were experiencing
homelessness on a single night, of those 66% are chronically
homeless and 58% are unsheltered. The organization operates 17
permanent supportive housing buildings in King County including
the Eastside. They have a permanent supportive housing model
meaning that there is no maximum amount of time residents can
stay, and they connect residents with services to help them thrive.
They reviewed their resident demographics and noted that they
support residents with access to onsite medical care, behavioral
health treatment treatment, substance use treatment, hospice care,
veterans counseling, family reunification, money management
programs, community meals, activities and outings, and all
residents are paired up with a housing case manager. They
recently opened the Plymouth Supply center which allows
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residents to shop free of charge for home goods, pet supplies, non-
perishable food items, etc. They also noted that their facilities have
requirements around guests, weapons, public drug use, etc., and
that they are currently building a new facility in Kirkland and will
break ground on a new facility in Redmond in August 2025. The
team responded to questions from the Board throughout and
engaged in a brief discussion about the safety and security of the
areas near their facilities.

Dr. Palazzo thanked the presenters for their time and presentation
today.

Phillip Haas, retired UW Clinical Associate Professor, reviewed his
background noted that he is here to discuss the problem with the
US healthcare system as compared to the systems of other
countries, best practices, and recommended readings. He
reviewed the 2023 health expenditures per capita in a variety of
counties and noted that the US is significantly higher than any
other country on the list at $13,332 and noted that if the US
reduced its average health expenditures per capita to the
comparable country average, that the country could save $6,309
per capita. There are a number of things that can be done
including changing public perceptions about the value of
healthcare vs. social determinants of health, focusing more on
communities vs. changing personal behaviors, learning from other
industrialized countries, etc. He then reviewed four basic
healthcare system models including the Beveridge model, the
Bismarck model, National Health Insurance, and the Out-of-Pocket
and hybrid model and reviewed the attributes of each along with
the pros and cons, etc. He noted that one of the challenges for US
healthcare is that we don’t have one or even two of the models, we
have all four and that makes it hard. He noted that the Finnish
healthcare system is easier to reform as a small system of around
five million people vs 100’s of millions of people as in the US. Phil
then discussed the new Ezekiel Emanual, MD book Which Country
Has the World’s Best Health Care?, he shared some suggested
books for the Board to read and responded to questions from the
Board throughout.

There were no members of the public that wished to make
comment at this time.

Community Benefit Statement

A Levy Lid Lift at this amount will provide additional operating funds
to continue EvergreenHealth’s investments in the community which
will allow for more capacity, better access, and stronger services
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for everyone in our community. This levy lid lift would automatically
be removed from the Ballot if the August 2025 levy lid lift,
Proposition 1, is approved by the voters.

Comm. Cashman made a motion to authorize the CEO or his
designees to place on the November 2025 ballot a not term limited
Levy Lid Lift of $0.50 per $1,000 of assessed value.

Comm. Stewart seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

The August 1, 2025 Meeting of the Board of Commissioners
for King County Public Hospital District No. 2 was adjourned at
9:35 a.m.

Jeff Cashuman; Secretowry/Commissioner

Jeff Cashman, Secretary/Commissioner
Aug 19, 2025 8:18 PM PDT



Page 4 of 4

Exhibit A — Guests

Name

Robert Homchick — Plymouth Housing




